
Gambling superstitious beliefs and 
motivations vary across cultures 

What this research is about

Gamblers often have superstitious beliefs related to 
gambling. Superstitions arise from the customs and 
traditions of a culture. For example, many Chinese 
gamblers consider the colour red to be lucky and 
many Americans avoid the number 13. Casino 
customers also have various reasons for gambling. 
Some of these motivations include gambling for 
fun, for a career, for financial gain, for meeting new 
people, or for escape from routine life. Gambling 
superstitious beliefs and gambling motivations can 
vary across culture. There is limited research on 
cross-cultural gambling superstitions and motivations, 
though.

The majority of casinos in South Korea are for visitors 
from other countries (i.e., foreigner-only casinos). 
These are opportune settings to study cross-cultural 
gambling superstitions and motivations. Thus, the 
current study explored the gambling superstitious 
beliefs and gambling motivations of gamblers 
visiting foreigner-only casinos in South Korea. It also 
examined whether these factors varied across four 
ethnic groups (i.e., Americans, Chinese, Japanese, 
and Koreans).

What the researcher did

Participants were 323 gamblers from one of the 
largest foreigner-only casinos in South Korea. 
Participants included Americans (16.1%), Chinese 
(31.3%), Japanese (33.1%), and Koreans (19.5%) 
who lived abroad. Participants completed a survey

 in the lounge of the casino. The survey measured 
participants’ superstitious beliefs. For example, 
it asked participants to indicate if they agreed 
with statements such as “My hunches have a big 
influence on my winning” and “I have a ritual I must 
carry out when I’m gambling.” It also assessed their 
motivations for gambling. For instance, it asked 
participants to indicate the extent to which they 
agreed with statements like “I gamble to release 
tension” and “I gamble to meet new people.” The 
survey was available in English, Chinese, Japanese, 
and Korean. 

What you need to know

The current study explored the gambling 
superstitions and motivations of gamblers at 
a foreigner-only casino in South Korea. It also 
examined how these factors differed across four 
ethnic groups: Americans, Chinese, Japanese, and 
Koreans. The Chinese and American gamblers had 
more superstitious beliefs (e.g., thinking they have 
the psychic ability to predict a winner) compared 
to the Korean and Japanese gamblers. Japanese 
gamblers were more likely to gamble in order to 
escape from their routine life than the other three 
groups. Chinese gamblers were more motivated to 
gamble to hit a jackpot. Non-gambling motivations, 
such as learning about the culture and area around 
the casino, were also more important to the Chinese 
gamblers than to the other three groups.
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What the researcher found

The American and Chinese gamblers were more 
superstitious than the Japanese and Korean 
gamblers, with Korean gamblers being the least 
superstitious of the four groups. Chinese and 
American gamblers held many of the same gambling 
superstitious beliefs. These beliefs included “I’m 
superstitious about the way I gamble” and “I 
have a ritual I must carry out when I’m gambling.” 
Compared to the other two Asian groups, Chinese 
gamblers believed more strongly in the ability to 
predict gambling outcomes by their mood. They also 
believed more strongly that the adoption of rituals 
impacted their luck.

Gambling motivations also varied with respect to 
culture. Chinese gamblers were strongly motivated 
to gamble by a chance of hitting a jackpot; more so 
than the other 3 groups. Non-gambling motivations, 
such as learning about the culture, other activities, 
and scenic area around the casino were more 
important to Chinese gamblers than to the other 
three groups. Korean gamblers were least motivated 
by non-gambling factors. Japanese gamblers were 
more likely to gamble in order to escape from their 
routine life than the other three groups. Korean 
gamblers were the least motivated by this factor. 
Korean gamblers placed winning money as a more 
important reason to gamble than did the other two 
Asian groups.

How you can use this research

The findings of the current study expand knowledge 
of cross-cultural gamblers’ superstitions and 
motivations. Thus, casino operators and treatment 
providers may use this information to develop 
strategies to promote responsible gambling. As 
an example, since Japanese gamblers were most 
motivated to gamble to escape from routine, casinos 
may consider offering non-gambling activities outside 
the casino. Also, treatment providers may wish to 
educate Japanese gamblers on other ways to escape 
from their daily routines. 
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Gambling Research Exchange Ontario (GREO)

Gambling Research Exchange Ontario (GREO) has 
partnered with the Knowledge Mobilization Unit at 
York University to produce Research Snapshots. 
GREO is an independent knowledge translation and 
exchange organization that aims to eliminate harm 
from gambling. Our goal is to support evidence-
informed decision making in responsible gambling 
policies, standards and practices. The work we do is 
intended for researchers, policy makers, gambling 
regulators and operators, and treatment and 
prevention service providers.  

Learn more about GREO by visiting greo.ca or 
emailing info@greo.ca.
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