
Secondary Analysis Application Guidelines 

Purpose 
 
Gambling Research Exchange Ontario (GREO) is an independent knowledge translation and exchange 
organization that aims to eliminate harm from gambling. Our goal is to support evidence-informed decision 
making in the development and implementation of responsible gambling policies, standards, and practices.  
 
Gambling Research Exchange Ontario (GREO) is now accepting applications for secondary analyses of 
datasets in GREO’s Evidence Centre. 
 
Overview of Data: 
 
The Evidence Centre houses individual and collections of high-valued datasets including data documentation 
(e.g., codebooks, manuals) that can bridge significant research gaps in the field of gambling. In addition, we 
provide descriptions of gambling-related datasets held in other repositories with links to websites where they 
may be accessed. Datasets held in the GREO repository include provincial prevalence studies as well as 
longitudinal and cross-sectional data collected by academic research teams. Datasets held in other 
repositories include Canadian and international studies using survey, experimental, and qualitative 
methodologies. A complete list of datasets is available here. 
 
Preference is given to research projects using datasets archived in the Gambling Research Exchange 
Ontario Dataverse. Please refer to the GREO Terms of Use Agreement for conditions of data use. 
 
We encourage research proposals that address the following priority areas: 
 

• Health systems applications including the integration of the prevention and treatment of problem 
gambling;  

• Gambling and co-occurring health conditions, including substance abuse and mental health conditions; 
• Populations experiencing social inequity (e.g., youth, older adults, women, recent immigrants, 

Indigenous, homeless, low income); 
• Reducing harm to individuals, families, and communities across the spectrum of gambling risk levels;  
• Gambling from a life course perspective; and 
• Healthy play and the prevention of problem gambling. 

 
Note that for proposals using the Quinte Longitudinal Study, there are some restrictions on areas of inquiry that 
may be pursued. Please contact GREO for more information. 
 
Deliverables: A brief summary report to be posted to GREO’s website following project completion.  If data are 
collected, the dataset and accompanying documentation must be housed in the GREO repository within one 
year of project completion. In the spirit of open science, it will be made available for secondary analysis. 
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Eligibility 
 

This solicitation is open to researchers from Canada and elsewhere.  Applications from both public and private 
sector researchers are welcome. 

Value and Duration 

Project Term: The term of the project is 8 months.  Unless otherwise indicated, projects will start on January 
2nd, 2018 and must be completed no later than August 31st, 2018.  

Award: Up to $25,000 depending on the scale of the project (including all expenses, direct and indirect, and all 
applicable taxes). Applicants must submit a detailed budget that justifies the proposed project and its costs. 

Schedule 
 

October 2nd, 2017 - Open solicitation 

November 16th, 2017 - Application submission deadline (5:00 pm EST) 

December 1st, 2017 - Funding notifications  

January 2nd, 2018 - Project start date 

How to Apply 
 

Please ensure all uploaded documents are in one of the following formats: .doc, .docx, .xls, .xlsx, .pdf. 

1. Title page 
2. Abstract 
3. Research proposal 
4. Data access, and ethical considerations 
5. Applicant’s Curriculum Vitae 
6. Budget 

1. Application Cover Page 

Include the following: 
• Name of applicant 
• Affiliation 
• Study title 
• Dataset name 
• Identify priority are to be addressed 

 
2.  Abstract 

Describe the 1) purpose and significance, 2) rationale, 3) methodology, and 4) potential implications of the 
proposed research (max. 300 words). 

 

3. Project Application 
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Project Section Requirements - The project proposal section requirements are detailed in the following chart. 
Must not exceed three-single spaced pages (excluding references and appendices). 
 
Please include the following subtitled sections: 
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Purpose and Significance                                                                                                                            /15 
Mandatory Requirement  Evaluation Notes 
Purpose:  
- Clearly state the 

purpose of the proposed 
research activity. 

 
- Describe the major 

problem, or 
conceptual/theoretical/pr
agmatic question(s) this 
research seeks to 
address. 

 
 

 
Significance: 
- Detail the ways in which 

this research will make 
an important contribution 
or add value to the 
gambling studies field, 
with either applied or 
theoretical importance. 

Degree to which the 
purpose of the 
proposed research is 
clearly stated /5 
 
Degree to which the 
problem/question the 
research is intended 
to address is clear /5 
 
Degree to which the 
proposed research is 
likely to make an 
important contribution 
to the gambling 
studies field /5 

 

Rationale/Literature Review                                                                                                                        /25 
Mandatory Requirement  Evaluation Notes 
- Review the literature 

related to your project, 
clearly demonstrating 
how the rationale behind 
your project is informed 
by relevant evidence.). 

 
- Discuss the theoretical 

framework or conceptual 
model that will guide 
your research and 
clearly show how it will 
be applied. 

 
- State the hypothesis(es) 

or your research 
question(s). 

 
- Throughout this section, 

clearly demonstrate why 
your project is filling a 
need based on the 
available evidence and 
knowledge in the 
literature. 

-  
 

Degree to which the 
proposed project 
draws upon and is 
informed by relevant 
evidence /5 
 
 
Degree to which the 
theoretical framework 
or conceptual model is 
logically and 
thoughtfully applied to 
the proposed project 
/5 
 
Degree to which 
hypothesi(es) are 
clearly stated /5 
 
Degree to which it is 
clear that the project 
would fill a knowledge 
gap based on the 
literature presented /5 
 

  

Methodology                                                                                                                                                 /35 
Mandatory Requirement  Evaluation Notes 
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Quantitative/deductive 
studies: 
 
Please adequately describe 
the following areas in 
relation to your proposed 
project: 
 

• Identification of the 
population, sample, and 
sampling procedures. 
• A discussion of ethical 
considerations. 
• Identification of main 
variables (independent 
and dependent 
variables) and how they 
are to be measured 
(operationalization of 
concepts). 
• Identification of any 
intervening, control, or 
conditional variables. 
• A description of the 
data collection 
procedures (e.g., use of 
surveys). 
• A description of data 
analysis procedures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quantitative/ 
deductive studies  
 
The following areas 
will be scored based 
on the degree to 
which they are clear, 
logically outlined, and 
make sense in the 
context of the 
research question(s) 
or hypothesis(es). 
 
Identification of the 
population, sample 
and sampling 
procedures /5 
 
Discussion of ethical 
considerations /5 
 
Identification of main 
variables 
(independent and 
dependent variables) 
and how they are to 
be measured 
(operationalization of 
concepts) /5 
 
Identification of any 
intervening, control, or 
conditional variables 
/5 
 
Description of the data 
collection procedures 
(e.g., use of surveys) 
/5 
 
Description of data 
analysis procedures /5 
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4.  Data Access, and Ethical Considerations 

• Access: Please indicate if the proposed research will require access to Ontario Lottery and Gaming (OLG) 
sites, suppliers, slots laboratory or staff. Note that access requests must be made directly to GREO and will 
be negotiated under GREO’s memorandum of understanding with OLG. Funding is conditional upon 
access approval. 

• Ethical considerations:  Please indicate whether ethics approval for the project will be needed (see TCPS 
2, Chapter 5D, Article 5.5B). Where required, applicants must obtain research ethics approval and funding 
is conditional ethics approval being granted. 

5. Curriculum Vitae 
Submit the most current version of your curriculum vitae using .pdf format. 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge Translation Plan                                                                                                                       /15 
Mandatory Requirement  Evaluation Notes 
- Describe the types of 

knowledge translation 
products will be produced 
as a result of this project 
(e.g. workshop materials, 
reports, videos). 
 

- Describe which 
audiences benefit from 
these knowledge 
translation products and 
in what way. 

 
- Describe how will you 

actively disseminate 
these 
products/implement 
strategies. 

Degree to which the 
KT products  and 
activities appear to be 
an appropriate choice 
for target audience  /5 
 
Degree to which it is 
clear how target 
audiences are 
intended to 
use/benefit from KT 
products and activities 
/5 
 
Degree to which it is  
clear how KT 
products/activities will 
be disseminated 
and/or implemented  
/5 

Knowledge translation products can take many 
forms and should not consist solely of conference 
presentations and peer reviewed publications.  
 
Remember that you can reach out to GREO at any 
time during the application process for assistance 
with this section.  
 
 

Budget and Timelines                                                                                                                                  /10 
Mandatory Requirement  Evaluation Notes 
Please fill out the provided 
Excel budget form and 
timeline sheets to submit 
with your application 
package. Include a 
justification/rationale for 
each cost listed under the 
pre-populated headings in 
addition to any 
miscellaneous cost not 
listed in the categories. 

Degree to project 
appears feasible 
within the timeline /5  
 
Degree to which 
budget breakdown 
logically reflects 
project work /5 
 

Indicate components of your project that are 
provided in-kind on the budget form. 
 
Refer to the Eligible Expense guidelines for complete 
information on what to include in your budget.  
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6. Budget 
Complete the budget summary template. Allowable budget expense categories include personnel, equipment, 
supplies, human subjects, and travel expenses.  
 
7. Appendices 
You may submit additional information to support your application. Appendices are limited to a maximum of 
five (5) pages. 
• When including more than one appendix, please combine into a single .pdf. 
 

How to Submit Your Application 
 

Please send an email with a brief cover letter in the body of the email. Send the application package as one 
continuous document as a pdf. 

Use the following format to organize your application:  

1. Title page 
2. Abstract 
3. Research proposal 
4. System support, access, ethical considerations 
5. Applicant’s Curriculum Vitae 
6. Appendices (if applicable)  

 
Please submit all documents via email to Margo Hilbrecht margo@greo.ca (cc: erika@greo.ca) by 5:00 pm 
EST on November 16th, 2017. 

 

Questions 
Please send questions and comments to: 

Margo Hilbrecht, Ph.D. 
Director, Knowledge Management and Innovation 
Gambling Research Exchange Ontario 
214A-55 Wyndham St, North, Guelph, ON N1H 7T8 
E-mail: margo@greo.ca 
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