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Dr. Sylvia Kairouz
Dr. Sylvia Kairouz is an associate professor in 
the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at Concordia University. She 
published extensively in sociology, social 
epidemiology and public health journals and 
won the Brain Star Award of the Canadian 
Institute of Health Research for her innovative 
work roles of social contexts in alcohol 
consumption. She has piloted six large 
population surveys in Quebec and collaborates 
with scholars and key institutions nationally and 
internationally. She was an expert member of 
the Quebec working group on online 
gambling and has published numerous papers 
and reports on the regulation and harm related 
to online gambling. She is a member of the 
advisory committee for the Quebec’s action 
plan on substance use and gambling, 
member of the Board of directors of the 
National Institute of Public Health of 
Quebec and of the Ethics board of the Quebec 
Statistics agency. She holds an FQRSC research 
chair on the study of gambling and is the head 
of the Lifestyle and Addiction Research Lab at 
Concordia University. 

In 2013, the NSW Government’s Responsible 
Gambling Fund awarded him an excellence 
award for his contributions to gambling.  In 
2014, he received the American National 
Council of Problem Gambling’s Lifetime 
Research award. 

Joachim Haeusler
Joachim Haeusler is Head of Corporate 
Responsibility for bwin.party digital 
entertainment, a leading business in online 
gambling. In this function, he is responsible for 
the strategic development and innovation of 
consumer protection tools and policies across 
all product labels operating under different 
national regulatory frameworks. Additionally, 
he coordinates international cooperation with 
stakeholders from academia and healthcare 
and manages internal research and evaluation 
projects. He represents bwin.party in all 
matters regarding consumer protection.

Joachim Haeusler has a background in 
statistics and psychological research. Prior to 
joining bwin.party, his research focused on the 
development and evaluation of psychological 
expert systems, supporting the early detection 
of risk behaviours.

Dr. Iris Balodis

Dr. Alex Blaszczynski
Alex Blaszczynski is a Professor and Director of 
the University of Sydney’s Gambling 
Treatment Clinic and Chair, Responsible 
Gambling Research Group. He is a researcher 
and clinical psychologist with a long history of 
involvement in treatment and clinical research 
covering a range of impulse control disorders, 
in particular, pathological gambling. 
 
Professor Blaszczynski has published
extensively on the topic of gambling, carried 
out randomized treatment outcomes studies 
using behavioural interventions, assessed the 
prevalence of depression and suicidality, the 
relationship between crime, gambling, and 
personality characteristics of impulsivity and 
sensation-seeking in pathological gamblers.  
He has developed a conceptual pathways 
model explaining the aetiology of pathological 
gamblers, evaluated the impact of changes to 
the design of electronic gaming machines and 
in conjunction with collaborators from Harvard 
and Laval Universities, developed policy 
guidelines for the Australian Gaming Council. 
He is the Editor-in-Chief of International 
Gambling Studies 

About Us 
Gambling Research Exchange Ontario

Who we are:
Gambling Research Exchange Ontario (GREO) is an independent knowledge 
translation and exchange (KTE) organization that aims to eliminate harm from gambling. 
Our goal is to support evidence-informed decision making in responsible gambling 
policies, standards and practices.

The work we do is intended for researchers, policy makers, gambling regulators and 
operators, and treatment and prevention service providers.

What we do:
» Translate and disseminate high-quality evidence
» Provide leadership in guiding research initiatives
» Build research and KTE capacity in Ontario, Canada and internationally

How we do it:
» Provide gambling-related knowledge with our Knowledge Repository, which houses    
   research synopses, datasets and more.
» Deliver timely, relevant and credible evidence to inform your decisions through our  
   Evidence Exchange Program.
» Engage and foster collaboration between responsible gambling stakeholders through  
   forums and roundtables.
» Build capacity by providing workshops, fellowships and student placement

Our vision
Eliminate harm from gambling.

Our mission
Create and translate knowledge 

to support evidence informed 

decisions about gambling, including 

its potential harm.

Our values
Credibility     

Engagement     

Excellence     

Innovation     

Integrity     

Leadership



Dr. Lia Nower
Lia Nower is a Professor and Director of the 
Center for Gambling Studies. She is also 
Co-Director of the Addiction Counselor 
Training Certificate Program and a research 
affiliate with the Center of Alcohol Studies. Dr. 
Nower’s research focuses on psychometric 
measurement, the etiology and treatment of 
behavioral addictions, specifically disordered 
gambling, and gambling-related policy issues. 
Dr. Nower has served as an NIH pre-doctoral 
fellow, a Fulbright fellow, and a research intern 
at the National Research Council at the 
National Academies. She currently serves as 
a co-editor, advisory board member or board 
member of several journals and a consultant 
and grant reviewer for international, national 
and state agencies. Dr. Nower is also a 
member of the legislative board of and a 
clinical supervisor for the National Council 
on Problem Gambling in Washington D.C. A 
former criminal prosecutor, she is a member of 
the Thomson-Reuters Expert Witness 
Services (TREWS) network and serves as a 
forensic consultant in state and federal court 
cases involving gambling-related crimes. 

Current research includes developing a 
sub-group specific screening instrument for 
problem gamblers, exploring risk and 
resiliency factors among youth gamblers, 
behavioral decision making under win/loss 
conditions, defining recovery, and internet 
gambling policy. Dr. Nower has also co-
authored several policy initiatives, including 
a model for self-exclusion programs and an 
industry framework promoting informed-choice 
in gambling venues. She co-edited the book, 
The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook of Disordered 
Gambling (2013).

Dr. Jeffrey L. Derevensky
Jeffrey L. Derevensky, PhD, is Professor and 
Chair as well as Director of Clinical Training in 
School/Applied Child Psychology, Department 
of Educational and Counselling Psychology; 
and Professor, Department of Psychiatry at 
McGill University. He has published widely in 
the fields of child development, developmental 
psychopathology, gambling studies and 
education and is on the editorial board of
 numerous journals. Since 1992 he has 
developed a comprehensive research program 
investigating many facets of gambling, is a
ctively involved in treating young people with 
severe gambling problems, and has been a 
consultant to gaming corporations and 
governments throughout the world. He is the 
author of over 170 published refereed
peer-reviewed journal articles, 60 book 
chapters, and 3 books as well as being the 
Director of the McGill University Youth 
Gambling Research and Treatment Clinic and 
the International Centre for Youth Gambling 
Problems and High-Risk Behaviors. Dr. 
Derevensky has been the recipient of 
numerous awards, is considered an 
international expert in the field of gambling 
studies and has testified before legislative 
committees in North America, Europe, Asia 
and Australasia.

Researchers  

Dr. Robert Williams
Dr. Robert Williams is Professor, Health 
Sciences, University of Lethbridge and a 
Research Coordinator for the Alberta 
Gambling Research Institute.  Dr. Williams 
teaches courses on gambling; provides 
frequent consultation to government, industry, 
the media, and public interest groups; and 
regularly gives expert witness testimony on 
the impacts of gambling. Dr. Williams is a 
leading authority in the areas of:  prevention 
of problem gambling; Internet gambling; 
the socioeconomic impacts of gambling, the 
proportion of gambling revenue deriving from 
problem gamblers; the prevalence and nature 
of gambling in Aboriginal communities; the 
etiology of problem gambling; and best 
practices in the population assessment of 
problem gambling.  Dr. Williams is Co-Principal 
Investigator of Social and Economics Impact 
of Gambling In Massachusetts, the largest 
gambling impact study in the world.

Objectives and Outcomes
Knowledge Exchange Forum for Policy Makers in Ontario

Overall Objective
Serve the knowledge needs of Ontario policy makers. 

Identify and develop knowledge resources customized to meet these needs in terms 
of: topics, language, organization of the information, and communications methods 
and formats.

Objectives for this forum
Provide policy makers responsible for providing provincial policy direction and for 
managing and regulating gambling in Ontario with 
	 •		Evidence	that	is	topically	relevant	to	their	work	and	communicated	in		
     ways that are accessible and meaningful
	 •		The	opportunity	to	consult	with	experts	and	receive	confidential	advice

Provide research experts with
	 •		Understanding	of	the	knowledge	needs	of	policy	makers
	 •		Supports	to	frame	research	evidence	in	ways	that	are	relevant	and	
     meaningful 

Begin a relationship and dialogue between researchers and policy makers

Outcomes

Two reports on this forum
	 •		Document	the	KTE	objectives,	process	and	evaluation	for	dissemination
	 •		Summarize	content	for	participants	

Build an Ontario Policy Makers Guide to Gambling and Problem Gambling 
Evidence that encompasses multiple methods and resources to address knowledge 
needs:  
	 •		List	of	topics identified	as	priorities	for	knowledge	exchange	

	 •	 Products that can be developed on these and other topics (2-3 for 
     immediate development)

	 •	 Process for ongoing knowledge exchange between policy makers and re 
     search experts



Time   Description

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM Welcome
   Trudy Smit Quosai, Interim CEO

9:15 AM - 9:45 AM Introductions, Objectives and Outcomes 
   Judith Glynn, Facilitator

9:45 AM - 10:30 AM Gambling-related Harm 
   Dr. Alex Blaszczynski, Director, Gambling Research
   Unit, and Director, Gambling Treatment Centre,    
   University of Sydney

10:30 AM - 10:50 AM COFFEE BREAK

10:50 AM - 12:00 PM Snapshot – youth and gambling
   Dr. Jeff Derevensky, Director, International Centre for    
   Youth Gambling Problems and High-risk Behaviours

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM LUNCH

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM  Contribution of biology to gambling and problem    
   gambling 
   Dr. Iris Balodis, Assistant Professor, Department of 
   Psychiatry and Behavioural Neurosciences, McMaster    
   University

2:00 PM - 2:30 PM Low risk gambling guidelines update 
   Dr. Robert Williams, Professor of Health Sciences,    
   University of Lethbridge, and a Research Coordinator,    
   Alberta Gambling Research Institute
  
2:30 PM - 2:50 PM COFFEE BREAK

2:50 PM - 3:15 PM Marketing and advertising evidence review 
   Dr. Alex Blaszczynski

3:15 PM - 4:30 PM Online gambling: when the digital reality catches up   
   with us
   Dr. Sylvia Kairouz, Director, Research Chair on Gambling   
   Studies, Concordia University 
  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM  Networking Reception 

Day 1 
March 10th 2016 

Day 2 
March 11th 2016 

Time   Description

9:30 AM - 10:00 AM Identifying policy pressures and topics - group   
   discussion 
   Balancing commercial pressure with harm reduction

10:00 AM - 10:50 AM a) Player Protection and positive business impact, 
   Joachim Hausler, Head of Corporate Responsibility,   
   bwin. party digital entertainment

10:50 AM - 11:10 AM COFFEE BREAK

11:10 AM - 12:00 PM b) Key learning from Missouri, New Jersey and 
   Australia
   Dr. Lia Nower, Director, Centre for Gambling Studies, 
   Rutgers University

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM Graduated Gambling,
   Dr. Robert Williams

12:30 PM - 1:15 PM LUNCH

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM Key gambling policy issues for youth
   (Gaming, Sports wagering, Fantasy sports)
   Dr. Jeff Derevensky

2:30 PM - 3:15 PM Creating an Ontario policy makers guide to 
   gambling research 
   Framing evidence and identifying policy implications 
   from research
   Envisioning new knowledge topics and products, 
   Committing to continuing dialogue 

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM Wrap up
   Trudy Smit Quosai and Judith Glynn
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